
 

 
17 September 2020 
 

Dear families, 
 

Writing samples 
 
At Unley Primary School increasing students’ writing achievement is a priority on our school’s improvement plan. 
As part of this focus, teachers use multiple strategies to support children’s learning and there are a number of 
ways students’ progress is assessed, analysed and built upon.  
 
To help parents stay connected to their child’s learning in the area of writing, teachers at UPS are sending home 
students’ writing books or samples. We encourage you to take some time to discuss the contents of the book 
with your child. Ask your child to show you tasks they are particularly pleased with and to explain topics to you.  
 
Please keep in mind that your child’s writing will not have every spelling error corrected or every grammatical 
mistake rectified. Teachers do not correct every error as this can cause students to restrict their expression to 
words they know how to write or spell. This practice can also decrease motivation and result in children 
becoming reluctant to write. It is important to talk with your child about the purpose of the work and what they 
learned, rather than emphasise the errors. Ask ‘tell me questions’ such as: ‘Tell me about this learning...’ ‘Tell me 
how you did this...’ ‘Tell me what you liked about this activity…’ 
 
You will notice that towards the end of your child’s book, students have set some goals to focus on in their 
writing next term. Teachers have supported children to reflect on their learning and plan next steps.   
 
It is important to note that the tasks in your child’s book do not represent the class writing program in its 
entirety. There are a range of ways that students engage in the learning of writing throughout the school day, 
including demonstrating their understanding in other modes. 
 
Finally, it is important that the writing books make it safely and promptly back to the class ready for students to 
use. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us if you have any questions, or if you would like to make a time to 
discuss your child’s learning.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

Unley Primary School 
222 Wattle Street 
Malvern SA 5061 

Tel: 8272 9323 
 dl.0447.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 
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